PLS 343 POST-SOVIET POLITICS

Instructor:   

Beat Kernen

Office: 

Public Affairs Building 322

Phone:        

836-5926

e-mail:


brk265f@mail.smsu.edu

Office Hours:

Purpose of Course
The Soviet Union (USSR) ceased to exist in December, 1991, but the consequences of its disappearance are far from being resolved. Rapid and potentially still explosive developments were initiated in 1985 by a vigorous and young Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, and culminated in the demise of the USSR as a political entity and its replacement by a loose confederation of new nation-states, the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

An understanding of how the Soviet political, economic, and social system was established and has evolved over the last 70 years is still essential for at least three primary reasons. First, recent events cannot be understood without a knowledge of the fundamental aspects of the Soviet system. Secondly, the outcome of contemporary trends is far from certain: the CIS may continue to exist in one form or another as the apparent successor to the Soviet Union, or it too may vanish because of its inherent affinity to the former entity; both scenarios make a comparison to the previous system essential in order to understand the potential outcomes. Finally, many aspects of the traditional Soviet system are likely to continue and may be dismantled only gradually or even incorporated into a new system.

Thus, the focus of this course will be upon both current events and the framework of the Soviet political, economic, and social systems as they have historically evolved over the last seven decades. The student will thus be exposed to public affairs and the lives of citizens in both the past (during the Soviet period) and the present. Among the fifteen former Soviet republics, Russia will feature prominently in this course because of its size and significance.

Required Readings
The following textbooks are required for this course:

Adelman, Jonathan R. Currents of Spring: Soviet and Post-Soviet Politics. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1995.

Robert V. Daniels. The End of the Communist Revolution. New York: Routledge, 1993. 

In addition, occasional articles from other books and journals may be assigned.

Course Requirements and Grading
There will be two exams during the semester and a final. All exams will consist of essay and short-answer questions derived from the assigned readings and the lectures/discussions.

Each student is also required to write a 15-20 page (typed) research paper and to give an oral report based upon the paper; the report and the paper must deal with one of the constituent parts of the former Soviet Union, i.e., the 15 former republics and now independent countries (more detailed information will be provided during the semester).

Grading: Semester grades will be based on the following distribution:

    2 semester exams, 100 points each        


200 points
    1 final exam                             



200 points

    oral report                              



100 points

    research paper                           



200 points

    attendance and participation             


100 points

                                             




_________

    Total                                    



800 points

Cheating and Plagiarism: Cheating on any exam and plagiarism in the research paper will result in an F for the semester grade (plagiarism is any quoting or paraphrasing of sentences, expressions, and ideas that are not your own and their source is not indicated; Webster's definition of a plagiarist: "One guilty of literary or artistic theft").

Absence Policy: Whereas absences will not be checked every time we meet in class, it is crucial that you attend classes on a regular basis, since a significant part of the exams will be based on class lectures and discussions, and participation is essential.

Make-up Exams: A make-up exam will only be allowed if a student has a legitimate and verifiable reason for missing an exam. All make-up exams will be given on the last day of classes and will consist of essay questions.

The provisions of this syllabus may be changed at the discretion of the instructor. If any such changes are deemed necessary they will be announced at least one week before taking effect.

Topic and Course Outline
This course is divided into eight major parts each one dealing with related topics addressing Soviet and post-Soviet issues. Each part will occupy approximately two weeks.

1. Geographic, demographic, and social aspects of the former Soviet Union.

Time assigned: 1 week


Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 1, 2, and 3

2. Lenin, the Russian Revolution, Civil War, and the 1920s.

Time assigned: 2 weeks 


Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 7, 8, and 9

            Daniels, chpt. 5

3. Soviet Ideology, Stalinism, and the Communist Party. 

   
Time assigned: 2 weeks

   
Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 4, 10, and 11

            

Daniels, chapter 4.

4. Stalin's Successors: Khrushchev and Brezhnev. 

   
Time assigned: 1 week

   
Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 12 and 13

 EXAM #1

5. The 1980s; Gorbachev's Reforms.

   
Time assigned: 2 weeks

   
Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 14 and 15

             

Daniels, chpts 1 and 3

6. Yeltsin, the End of the Soviet Union, and the Commonwealth of

   Independent States (CIS).

   
Time assigned: 1 week

   
Readings: 
Daniels, chapter 2; 

7. The Legacy of the Soviet Economic System; Economic Reforms Today.

   
Time assigned: 1 week

   
Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 5 and 21

8. Soviet and Russian Foreign Policy.

   
Time assigned: 1 week 

   
Readings: 
Daniels, chpts 6 and 7. 

EXAM #2

9. Current Situation: Russia, Ukraine, and Belorus. 

   
Time assigned: 2 weeks

   
Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 6 and 16 

STUDENT REPORTS

10. Current Situation: Other Former Soviet Republics.

    
Time assigned: 2 weeks

    
Readings: Adelman, chpts 17, 18, and 19

STUDENT REPORTS

11. Future Prospects
    
Time assigned: 1 week

    
Readings: 
Adelman, chpts 20, 22, 23

              

Daniels, chpt. 8 

_______________________________________________________________

Research paper due: Last day of classes.

FINAL EXAM:

Southwest Missouri State University is a community of people with respect for diversity. The University emphasizes the dignity and equality common to all persons and adheres to a strict nondiscrimination policy regarding the treatment of individual faculty, staff, and students. In addition, in accord with federal law and applicable Missouri statutes, the University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, disability, or veteran status in employment or any program or activity offered or sponsored by the University. The University maintains a grievance procedure incorporating due process available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against. Southwest Missouri State University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer. Inquiries concerning the grievance procedure, Affirmative Action Plan, or compliance with federal and state laws and guidelines should be addressed to Melissa Manning, Affirmative Action Officer, Office of Human Resources, Carrington Hall 128, 901 South National, Springfield, Missouri 65804, (417) 836-4252.

