Apocynaceae Family
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Adenium obesum, Desert Rose, Desert Azalea

a – dee – nee – um   o – be – sum 

· Native to deserts of south and east Africa and the Arabian peninsula.
· In native environment Adenium flowers in late winter, producing an abundance of pink to red, somewhat tubular flowers. If pollinated the flowers produce long fingerlike double fruits.
· Since the plant is a succulent, it is able to store water in its stem and branches to sustain it through seasons of little or no rainfall.
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Needs maximum lighting during growing season if kept indoors, or filtered sunlight if grown outdoors. Once the plant is of a mature size (so large that it requires a pot 10 inches in diameter or larger) it can tolerate full sun outdoors.
· Adeniums drop leaves and go dormant at end of growing season when they are outdoors, usually in response to lowering temperatures. They should be brought indoors for the winter where they will survive under low light requirements. To force an Adenium kept indoors to go into dormancy, withhold water until all the leaves drop. Return to higher light condition in spring so the plant can resume growth.
· Water when media is dry—water regularly but let media almost dry out in between waterings.
· Fertilize at half the usual recommended rate for potted plants once a month during the growing season.
· Do not subject the plant to freezing temperatures.
· Tends to achieve a 'natural bonsai' growth habit due to slow growth when watered infrequently.
· Usually flowers in late winter or early spring, often before the plant leafs out. Flowering may continue throughout the growing season.
· Plant in well-drained media.
· Susceptible to mealybugs, aphids and spider mites. Wash off aphids and spider mites if possible or apply a pesticide if necessary. Use a cotton swab dipped in alcohol to kill mealybugs.
