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PLS 101-16
American Democracy and Citizenship
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

As part of the General Education Program, this course fulfills a portion of the Public Affairs component and is broadly designed to develop educated citizens by increasing awareness of the public dimension of life, producing a broad literacy in the primary public issues, and nurturing the discussion of these issues. The course emphasis is on the values, rights, and responsibilities that shape the public decision making of active and informed citizens and that influence contemporary public affairs in a democratic society. In fulfillment of Missouri state law, the course is designed to familiarize students with the institutions and constitutional framework of the United States and Missouri.  The course is also designed to further the goals of general education (http://www.missouristate.edu/generaleducation). Specifically, it encourages students to develop reflective, creative, and critical dispositions by striving to be well-informed and open-minded, as well as to develop a broader understanding of culture and society with the ability to conceptualize and trace the influence of institutions and understand the sources and expressions of political values. The course emphasis is on the values, rights, and responsibilities that shape the public decision making of active and informed citizens and influence contemporary public affairs in a democratic society. It meets general education requirements as outlined in Missouri Senate Bill Four.

This course helps support Missouri State University’s state-wide public affairs mission. Its focus on government, politics, state and national constitutions, citizenship and civic affairs directly address public affairs concerns.
REQUIRED TEXTS:
Losco, Joseph, and Ralph Baker. 2009. AMGOV. New York: McGraw-Hill.
Scantron test package [maybe]
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
There will be four tests. Each test will be 50 multiple-choice questions. The first test will be on September 10, the second test will be on October 8, the third test will be on November 10, and the final will be on Saturday, December 12 at 3:45pm to 5:45pm. The classroom for the final will be announced near the end of the semester. 
COURSE GRADING:
First Exam:

20%
Second Exam:

20%

Third Exam:

20%

Final:


30%

Participation:

10%

GRADING SCALE:

93-99% A

90-92% A-

87-89% B+

83-86% B

80-82% B-

77-79% C+

73-76% C

70-72% C-

67-69% D+

60-66% D

GENERAL CLASS POLICIES:
1) Attendance will be taken every class period. You are expected to attend classes regularly. Class participation counts as part of the 10% participation toward your final grade and if you miss classes, you cannot participate. Coming to class counts as participation. If you must miss class, advance notice to the instructor is strongly recommended. If that is not possible, talking with the instructor as soon as possible after the missed class is strongly recommended. Leaving class before the period is over while count as a missed class. If you must leave, then please notify the instructor before class.
2) Lecture materials frequently differ significantly from text readings and cover different topics. The exams will cover both lectures and readings. It is your responsibility to find out what was covered, get notes from someone in class, etc. You are also expected to keep up with the readings.

3) Make-up exams will be given ONLY during the scheduled final exam period. Make-ups are discouraged. If you know that you will miss an exam for a legitimate reason, you should inform the instructor a week ahead of the scheduled exam. If that is not possible, you must talk with the instructor within a week of the exam. Additionally, if you need to take a make-up, it is your responsibility to inform the instructor during the last week of class. Failure to follow these instructions will result in a zero for that exam. No more than one exam can be made up.

4) Discussions, participation and questions from the class are especially encouraged. I will be happy to talk with you during my office hours or by appointment. If you have any problems (for example, shyness or a handicap), please come and talk with me.

5) ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY: Missouri State University is a community of scholars committed to developing educated persons who accept the responsibility to practice personal and academic integrity.  You are responsible for knowing and following Missouri State University’s student honor code, Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures, available at www.missouristate.edu/assets/provost/AcademicIntegrityPolicyRev-1-08.pdf and also available at the Reserves Desk in Meyer Library. Any student participating in any form of academic dishonesty will be subject to sanctions as described in this policy.Cheating on exams and/or term paper (i.e., plagiarism) is obviously discouraged and will be treated appropriately. The usual penalty for cheating on exam or plagiarism of a paper is a failing grade for that assignment.

Sanctions for violation of this policy are determined by the instructor and may include dismissal from the class—see Class Disruption (http://www.missouristate.edu/registrar/classdis.html). In testing situations, use of cell phones or similar communication devices, or any other electronic or data storage device, may lead also to a charge of academic dishonesty and additional sanctions under the Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures. There are two appeal processes available to students.  A sanction for class disruption may be appealed using the appeal process stated in the Class Disruption policy; however, a violation that involves a charge of academic dishonesty must be appealed using the process described in the Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures.  Students have the right to continue attending class while an appeal is in progress.

6) Missouri State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution, and maintains a grievance procedure available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against. At all times, it is your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office for Equity and Diversity, Park Central Office Building, 117 Park Central Square, Suite 111, (417) 836-4252. Other types of concerns (i.e., concerns of an academic nature) should be discussed directly with your instructor and can also be brought to the attention of your instructor’s Department Head.   Please visit the OED website at www.missouristate.edu/equity/. 

7) To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact the Director of Disability Services, Plaster Student Union, Suite 405, (417) 836-4192 or (417) 836-6792 (TTY), www.missouristate.edu/disability.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to Disability Services prior to receiving accommodations. Disability Services refers some types of accommodation requests to the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, which also provides diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disabilities. For information about testing, contact the Director of the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, (417) 836-4787, http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc. 

8) It is your responsibility to understand the University’s procedure for dropping a class. If you stop attending this class but do not follow proper procedure for dropping the class, you will receive a failing grade and will also be financially obligated to pay for the class. For information about dropping a class or withdrawing from the university, contact the Office of the Registrar at 836-5520.
9) As a member of the learning community, each student has a responsibility to other students who are members of the community.  When cell phones or pagers ring and students respond in class or leave class to respond, it disrupts the class.  Therefore, the Office of the Provost prohibits the use by students of cell phones, pagers, PDAs, or similar communication devices during scheduled classes.  All such devices must be turned off or put in a silent (vibrate) mode and ordinarily should not be taken out during class.  Given the fact that these same communication devices are an integral part of the University’s emergency notification system, an exception to this policy would occur when numerous devices activate simultaneously.  When this occurs, students may consult their devices to determine if a university emergency exists.  If that is not the case, the devices should be immediately returned to silent mode and put away.  Other exceptions to this policy may be granted at the discretion of the instructor. 
10) Emergency Response: Students who require assistance during an emergency evacuation must discuss their needs with their professors and Disability Services. If you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible.

For additional information students should contact the Office of Disability Services, 836-4192 (PSU 405), or Larry Combs, Interim Assistant Director of Public Safety and Transportation at 836-6576.

For further information on Missouri State University’s Emergency Response Plan, please refer to the following web site: http://www.missouristate.edu/safetran/erp.htm.
11) DISCLAIMER: The instructor may change any course requirements as necessary if sufficient notice is given (usually one week). The dates for the paper (topics, proposal, etc.) and the final are firm and will not be changed. This also means that the instructor may miss office hours because of a meeting or appointment.
COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS:
PART I.
PHILOSOPHICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN 
DEMOCRACY
Introduction and Philosophical Foundations of Constitutional Democracy--Chapter 1
Constitutional Foundations--Chapter 2
Federalism--Chapter 3
PART II.  CULTURAL FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Civil Liberties--Chapter 4
Civil Rights--Chapter 5
PART III.  CITIZENSHIP AND AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Public Opinion and Political Socialization--Chapter 6
Political Participation and Voting--Chapter 7
Interest Groups--Chapter 8

Media--Chapter 9
PART IV.  INSTITUTIONAL FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Congress--Chapter 10
The Presidency--Chapter 11
The Bureaucracy--Chapter 12
The Judiciary--Chapter 13
PART V.  MISSOURI GOVERNMENT
Missouri Constitution

Missouri Legislature (The General Assembly)

Missouri Executive

Missouri Judiciary

IMPORTANT DATES:
First Exam: September 10
Second Exam: October 8
Fall Break: October 15-16 (NO CLASS)

Third Exam: November 10
Last Day of Class: December 10
Final exam: Saturday, December 12 (3:45-5:45); classroom for our final will be announced later in the semester
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