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PLS 654

SEMINAR IN HEALTH POLICY
WHAT THIS COURSE IS ABOUT: Purpose, Goals, Objectives:

This seminar is structured to discuss health care politics and policies in the United States (with some comparisons to other countries). In recent years, the American health care system has come under considerable criticisms for a variety of reasons. One of the major reasons is the spiraling health care costs. We spend more money on health care than any other nation in the world. On the one hand, we have the best health care that money can buy. On the other, despite federal programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, more than 45 million Americans do not have any health insurance and millions more are underinsured. Public hospitals in major cities face a crisis situation. Medicaid as well as uninsured patients may experience three or more hours in emergency rooms in public hospitals. Mental health and long-term care are other areas of concern. Medical technology has changed the health care treatment and delivery methods and raised a host of ethical dilemmas. The managed care revolution sparked protests.


The United States remains the only country among the industrialized nations of the world that does not have a national health insurance system. Efforts at cost containment have met with some success. The politics of health care revolves around a number of crucial and important values which are often in conflict. These values include access, equity, efficiency and freedom of choice.


How do we finance health care? What should be the respective roles of the public and private sectors? Is health care a right? If so, how do we provide equal access to health care for everyone? How do we provide the best quality of care to everyone? Can we resolve the tradeoff between increasing access and cost containment? How do we provide the best possible care in an economically efficient manner? Can we contain costs without rationing health care or limiting patients’ choices? Do we use a competitive market strategy or a regulatory strategy, or a combination of both, to contain costs? How do we reform the current system? Is it possible to bring about significant health care reform in a political system dominated by the public philosophy of interest group liberalism in which public policies are produced through a series of bargaining and compromises and each powerful interest group is allowed to exercise a veto power over proposals it does not like? It also seems likely that health care reform will be an important political issue, once again, in the 2008 presidential races. Candidates for both major political parties are beginning to offer reform proposals.

These are just a few of the questions we will examine in the course, through lectures, discussions, presentations, papers and videos. You are expected to become familiar with theories, facts and major issues, trends, and viewpoints, and acquire a working knowledge of the substance of health politics and policies in the United States.


The overall theme for the course is reform: problems of the system, attempts at change, proposals, and politics.


This course also serves to meet two of MISSOURI STATE’s themes. It meets the overall theme of public affairs by addressing issues that strongly affect the entire country and involve government decisions. It also, obviously, fits in with the health care theme.
REQUIRED TEXTS:
Patel, Kant, and Mark E. Rushefsky. 2006. Health Care Politics and Policy In America, 3rd ed. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe. **P/R-1**

Patel, Kant, and Mark E. Rushefsky. 2008. Health Care in America: Separate and Unequal. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe. **P/R-2**

Patel, Kant, and Mark E. Rushefsky. 2005. The Politics of Public Health in the United States. Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe. **P/R-3**
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:


There will be two exams: a mid-term (October 19) and a comprehensive final (December 14). The tests will cover lectures, readings, discussions and videos.


As part of general class participation, each student will do two article presentations. The instructor will hand out a list of articles on the first day of class from which assignments will be made. Each student will do a 15-20 minute presentation of the article. The presentation will include a summary of each article (including the major purpose, the methodology, major findings, conclusions and critical analysis), a discussion of its importance in health policy and politics, and questions raised by the article. Students will also prepare a one-page handout for the class and instructor summarizing the article (including the complete citation). In their presentations, students should not read their remarks, nor should they quote extensively from the assigned article. Students should summarize the article in their own words.

Each student will prepare a 20-25 double-spaced typewritten paper (exclusive of footnotes, references, charts, etc., and with one inch margins all around) on some topic related to health policy and politics. Paper topics are subject to instructor approval. A topic proposal/outline of the paper is October 5.  The final version of the paper is due December 7. Students will do a 10-minute presentation of their papers on December 7.


The paper should conform to conventional scholarly style. Footnotes and references must be complete and done correctly, and quoting and paraphrasing must be appropriate (i.e., no plagiarizing). Papers containing no citations of material consulted will be given a failing grade. The paper will be graded on style (i.e., spelling, grammar) as well as content. You are encouraged to consult with the instructor concerning any aspect of the course.


Your paper will be graded on the basis of such criteria as SCOPE - 10 points (subject matter, clear statement of purpose, relevance to course); ORGANIZATION 10 points (organization of material, use of  headings and subheadings); WRITING STYLE - 10 points (clarity of thoughts, grammar, sentence structure, spelling, appropriate use of citations); TECHNICAL MATTERS - 20 points (length, footnotes, bibliography, variety and quality of sources, number of sources); QUALITY OF ANALYSIS - 40 points (content/information present, quality of evidence, reasoning and logical inferences); and CONCLUSIONS - 10 points (summary of major findings, well articulated set of conclusions derived from your research). Proof-read your paper and make corrections by pencil if necessary before turning it in.

CLASS PARTICIPATION:

A graduate seminar is not like a regular class where the instructor lectures for most of the class period. A graduate seminar is designed to provide a setting for discussion of relevant issues and ideas. Its format provides an opportunity for a dialogue among students and between students and the teacher. Student class participation is very essential in a graduate seminar. Each student must demonstrate the ability to grasp major concepts and themes, see the relationship between concepts, and engage in critical analysis. Each student is required to give thoughtful responses to questions raised by the instructor and make a meaningful contribution to class discussion.

COURSE GRADING:
Mid-term exam:


15%

Comprehensive final exam

25%

Research Paper


30%

General Class Participation

15%

Paper Presentation


15%

GRADING SCALE:
93-99% A

90-92% A-

87-89% B+

83-86% B

80-82% B-

77-79% C+

73-76% C

70-72% C-

67-69% D+

60-66% D

GENERAL CLASS POLICIES:
1) Attendance will be taken every class period. You are expected to attend classes regularly. Class participation counts as part of the 10% participation toward your final grade and if you miss classes, you cannot participate. Coming to class counts as participation. If you must miss class, advance notice to the instructor is strongly recommended. If that is not possible, talking with the instructor as soon as possible after the missed class is strongly recommended. Leaving class before the period is over while count as a missed class. If you must leave, then please notify the instructor before class.
2) Lecture materials frequently differ significantly from text readings and cover different topics. The exams will cover both lectures and readings. It is your responsibility to find out what was covered, get notes from someone in class, etc. You are also expected to keep up with the readings.

3) Make-up exams will be given ONLY during the scheduled final exam period. Make-ups are discouraged. If you know that you will miss an exam for a legitimate reason, you should inform the instructor a week ahead of the scheduled exam. If that is not possible, you must talk with the instructor within a week of the exam. Additionally, if you need to take a make-up, it is your responsibility to inform the instructor during the last week of class. Failure to follow these instructions will result in a zero for that exam. No more than one exam can be made up.

4) Discussions, participation and questions from the class are especially encouraged. I will be happy to talk with you during my office hours or by appointment. If you have any problems (for example, shyness or a handicap), please come and talk with me.

5) ACADEMIC HONESTY AND INTEGRITY: Missouri State University is a community of scholars committed to developing educated persons who accept the responsibility to practice personal and academic integrity.  You are responsible for knowing and following Missouri State University’s student honor code, Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures, available at www.missouristate.edu/assets/provost/AcademicIntegrityPolicyRev-1-08.pdf and also available at the Reserves Desk in Meyer Library. Any student participating in any form of academic dishonesty will be subject to sanctions as described in this policy.Cheating on exams and/or term paper (i.e., plagiarism) is obviously discouraged and will be treated appropriately. The usual penalty for cheating on exam or plagiarism of a paper is a failing grade for that assignment.

Sanctions for violation of this policy are determined by the instructor and may include dismissal from the class—see Class Disruption (http://www.missouristate.edu/registrar/classdis.html). In testing situations, use of cell phones or similar communication devices, or any other electronic or data storage device, may lead also to a charge of academic dishonesty and additional sanctions under the Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures. There are two appeal processes available to students.  A sanction for class disruption may be appealed using the appeal process stated in the Class Disruption policy; however, a violation that involves a charge of academic dishonesty must be appealed using the process described in the Student Academic Integrity Policies and Procedures.  Students have the right to continue attending class while an appeal is in progress.

6) Missouri State University is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution, and maintains a grievance procedure available to any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against. At all times, it is your right to address inquiries or concerns about possible discrimination to the Office for Equity and Diversity, Park Central Office Building, 117 Park Central Square, Suite 111, (417) 836-4252. Other types of concerns (i.e., concerns of an academic nature) should be discussed directly with your instructor and can also be brought to the attention of your instructor’s Department Head.   Please visit the OED website at www.missouristate.edu/equity/. 

7) To request academic accommodations for a disability, contact the Director of Disability Services, Plaster Student Union, Suite 405, (417) 836-4192 or (417) 836-6792 (TTY), www.missouristate.edu/disability.  Students are required to provide documentation of disability to Disability Services prior to receiving accommodations. Disability Services refers some types of accommodation requests to the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, which also provides diagnostic testing for learning and psychological disabilities. For information about testing, contact the Director of the Learning Diagnostic Clinic, (417) 836-4787, http://psychology.missouristate.edu/ldc. 

8) It is your responsibility to understand the University’s procedure for dropping a class. If you stop attending this class but do not follow proper procedure for dropping the class, you will receive a failing grade and will also be financially obligated to pay for the class. For information about dropping a class or withdrawing from the university, contact the Office of the Registrar at 836-5520.
9) As a member of the learning community, each student has a responsibility to other students who are members of the community.  When cell phones or pagers ring and students respond in class or leave class to respond, it disrupts the class.  Therefore, the Office of the Provost prohibits the use by students of cell phones, pagers, PDAs, or similar communication devices during scheduled classes.  All such devices must be turned off or put in a silent (vibrate) mode and ordinarily should not be taken out during class.  Given the fact that these same communication devices are an integral part of the University’s emergency notification system, an exception to this policy would occur when numerous devices activate simultaneously.  When this occurs, students may consult their devices to determine if a university emergency exists.  If that is not the case, the devices should be immediately returned to silent mode and put away.  Other exceptions to this policy may be granted at the discretion of the instructor. 

10) DISCLAIMER: The instructor may change any course requirements as necessary if sufficient notice is given (usually one week). The dates for the paper (topics, proposal, etc.) and the final are firm and will not be changed. This also means that the instructor may miss office hours because of a meeting or appointment.
COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS:
August 24: Discussion of course requirements, research paper, course format, etc. Michael Moore’s Sicko.
August 31: Health Policy Environment: definitions, policy process, structure, ideology

readings: P/R-1, chapter 1

September 7: NO CLASSES (Labor Day)

September 14: Development of Health Care System

readings: P/R-1, chapter 2

September 21 : Health Policy and Accommodation

readings: 

September 28: NO CLASS 
October 5: Regulation and Competition 
readings: 

Topic proposal/paper outline due
October 12: Medicaid 
readings: P/R-1, chapter 3

video: Health and Inequality

October 19: Mid-term exam
October 26: Medicare and Long Term Care

readings: P/R-1, chapter 4

November 2: Problems of the System: access and cost

readings: P/R-1, chapters 5-6; P/R-2, all
video:
“Sick in America”
November 9: Problems of the System: technology and ethics

readings: P/R-1, chapters 7-8

video:
“The Great Health Debate”
November 16: Comparing Health Systems
video: “Sick Around the World”
November 23: Public Health
Readings: P/R-3, all

video: “Are You Positive?”

November 30: Reforming the System 

readings: P/R-1, chapter 9-11
video:
Bill Moyers: Health Care Reform
December 7: Papers due, student presentations (10 minutes each)

December 14: Final Exam (6pm)

IMPORTANT DATES:
September 7: NO CLASSES (Labor Day)

September 28: NO CLASS

October 5: Topic proposal/paper outline

October 19: Mid-term exam

December 7: Papers due/student presentations

December 14: Final exam (6pm)
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