Data Sources

I.  Survey Of Current Business,

U.S. Department of Commence

Economics and Statistics Administration

Bureau of economic Analysis (BEA)

A. Comments:

A major source of statistical data of all types. Published monthly, but the hard copy lags current date by about 2 months. On-line data is available as it is released. Usually printed in the Wall Street Journal the following day or you can obtain the released data on line.

Monthly issues will carry one or two special features. Then the regular features follow. These always include the Business Situation report in which the economy’s activity is summarized. This is worth reading. There are usually some other reports and statistical presentations, which may or may not be of interest.

B. Available on the Internet?

Yes.  A pdf version of the hard copy can be accessed from the BEA website.

Go to the BEA homepage:

http://www.bea.doc.gov/   and click on the publications link. This takes you to

http://www.bea.doc.gov/bea/pubs.htm  where you can  click on the link of the monthly copy for the year 2001 you want to access. Note there is an additional link that allows you to access earlier years, 1994 through 2000 to be exact. 

This allows you to access all of the special and regular features I mention above.

Or, get access to all the interactive NIPA tables at: http://www.bea.doc.gov/bea/dn/nipaweb/index.asp 
C.  Data series covered in the Survey Of Current Business:
Too numerous to list then all. Aside from the special data presentations, the Current and Historical National Income and product Accounts (NIPA) data are presented in the D section (D for data, I guess). Thus look for page D-1 for current economic data figures. The basic data starts with GDP, and breaks it down into its components. The presentations are the same each month. Thus, for example, Table 1.1 is always Gross Domestic Product, Table 2.2 is always Personal Consumption Expenditures by major Type of Product, and so on. 

II. Economic Report of the President

A. Comments:

A major source of statistical data of all types. Published annually. Available in hard copy, but also on the net, but the hard copy lacks the most current data (by about 2 months). On-line data is available as it is released. Usually printed in the Wall Street Journal the following day or you can obtain the released data on line.

B. Available on the Internet?

Yes.  Go to the BEA homepage: http://w3.access.gpo.gov/eop/ 
You will see a pdf version link so that you can download the entire report if you want to (the report’s size is 3.4 MB). Prior year reports (from 1995 onwards) are also available for downloading. Also, there’s a small search engine available to look for specific terms or concepts.

C.  Data series covered in the Economic Report of the President:
Too numerous to list. See them for yourself.

III. The Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis has a link to the FRED database at the bottom of its home page http://www.stls.frb.org/ 
The FRED can be reached from: http://research.stlouisfed.org/fred2/ 
and this data base provides you with interest rates on various bond and bill series. It also provides you with consumer and producer prices index series, of various types (e.g., with and without energy and/or food). Also GDP series are available as well as state and local government receipts and expenditure series. The M1 and M2 money supply series, as well as other monetary aggregates are available. Series on monthly and daily exchange rates are available here. Regional (states in its region) employment data series also are available. Series on the Federal debt levels, and who holds it are there too.

IV.  Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA): http://www.bea.doc.gov   

Here you can access NIPA data downloadable to your spreadsheets. Also available are technical articles which discuss the data series. These are updated periodically.

V. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS):   home page: http://www.bls.gov 
Here you can find all sorts of data series such as employment, unemployment, labor productivity, the CPI and PPI. Regional and state data also available. In fact there is a map where you can click on a region or select a particular state. Select Missouri and see the most recent monthly data on a host of statistical series.

VI. Bureau of the Census: 
home page is  http://www.census.gov/ 
This site has a wealth of information on a variety of topics

(a) The Fedstats page: http://www.fedstats.gov/fast.html
Lists  major data sources which can be accessed from this page. Included on this page are links to:

(b) The Statistical Abstract of the United States supplies a vast array of data series. Moreover, it cites the original sources of these data series. The Abstract is located at: http://www.census.gov/prod/www/statistical-abstract-us.html 
(c) State and Metropolitan Area Data Book  where local area data can be obtained:
http://www.census.gov/statab/www/smadb.html 

VII. The Conference Board: http://www.tcb.org/ 
You will find articles discussing the economy. Especially important are the releases on consumer confidence and economic indicators. Data series are not available unless you pay membership dues. This is not a government agency dispensing  data for free.

VIII. Want to know what economic data is to be released this week (and exactly when)? Wouldn’t that be a really informative page? Well, such a page exists. Go to:

 http://www.stat-usa.gov/econtest.nsf?OpenDatabase  
This takes you to the State of the Nation site. The page discusses what news releases are expected for that day. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/inforeg/pei_calendar2004.pdf 
Click the above link and you obtain a pdf document that show what economic measures will be released on each day for the rest of the year. 

As another example hit the link, Metropolitan Area Employment and Unemployment
and you will find tables at the bottom of the presented table in which you can find the unemployment rates of Missouri’s largest cities, including Springfield.

This site does not provide a complete list of data sources, but it is a good beginning. Go to some of these sites and just browse them a bit to get a feeling for what’s available.

