M. Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane
Premises:

Nonhomogeneity of space allows for the existence of both sacred and profane space

· Creation brings order out of the formless void


· The center point is the fixed point from which the divine is manifested


· Humans cannot live in chaos – once contact with the transcendent is lost, existence in the world ceases to be possible

Basic Terms:

Threshold: “the limit, the boundary, the frontier that distinguishes and opposes two worlds” as well as the point “where those worlds communicate” and passage from one to the other is made possible

Sacred Enclosure: a defined area, whose orientation and limits have been determined by a sign, and which serves as an opening in the upward direction ensuring communication with the world of the gods

Hierophany: an irruption of the sacred that results in detaching a territory from the surrounding cosmic milieu and making it qualitatively different = paradigmatic act of creation

Theophany: visitation by a god to a human

Sign: an indication of the sacredness of a place; it may be “provoked” or it may occur spontaneously

Consecration: to organize a space by repeating the paradigmatic work of the gods (=ritual)

Systems of the World

1) a sacred place constitutes a break in the homogeneity of space

2) this break is symbolized by an opening by which passage from one cosmic region to another is made possible

3) communication with heaven is expressed by one or another of certain images – all of which refer to the axis mundi (universal pillar, mountain, ladder, tree, vine)

4) around the cosmic axis lies the world (= our world) and thus the axis is located at the “navel of the earth”

Cosmic Images and Religious Beliefs

1) holy sites and sanctuaries are believed to be situated at the center of the world

2) temples are replicas of the cosmic mountain and hence constitute the pre-eminent “link” between heaven and earth

3) foundations of temples descend deep into the lower regions

Homologizing the Dwelling Place

1) by the projection of the four horizons from a central point (village) or by the symbolic installation of the axis mundi (house)

2) ritually repeating the acts of the gods in creating the world from the body of the chaos dragon (Foundation sacrifices)

Defining “our world” vs. “our enemy”

“Our” enemy belongs to the powers of Chaos

Any destruction of a city is equivalent to a retrogression to chaos. Any victory over the attackers reiterates the paradigmatic victory of the gods over the dragon (chaos).

