Galbraith: Religion and the Press

Factors Diminishing Power of Religion:

· Holy presence is only invoked as part of weekly worship routine or extreme stress


· Power of Personality diminished by a lack of identifiable leaders and a “public instinct” confining religious professionals to religious themes


· While the wealth of the church commands respect its relative importance is less


· Dissolution of organization from a monolithic to a diverse structure
Condign Power to Punish is Gone or is in Ill-Repute

Compensatory Power to Purchase Religious Conformance has Disappeared

Conditioned Power Remains the Sole Reliable Means for Influencing People, but it must compete with other authoritative voices

· Scientific conditioning is more rigorous and disciplined than modern religion’s


· The many voices of religious conditioning weaken the overall effect


· The power of the press competes with religious conditioning as it also strives to create belief in the form of social conditioning

Limitations on the power of the modern media are echoed for religion
· The multiplicity of voices prevents consensus to be formed


· The volume and mass of information overwhelms the mind


· Influence (achievement of belief) is reduced by the message’s improbability

THE GENERAL EXERCISE OF ALL POWER HAS DECLINED
