The Importance of Art – Dissanayake
Art echoes or reflects the natural world

· Humans have a predisposition to recognize rhythm, balance, symmetry or proportion and deviations from these

· This explains human sensitivity to: 

· the lines and movements in dance and sculpture

· the composition, repetitions, and variables in painting and design

· rhyme, meter, and formal arrangement in poetry, drama, and literature

Art is both pleasurable and advantageous because it is therapeutic

Art is adaptive and desirable because it allows direct, “thoughtless” (or unselfconscious) experience

Art can temporarily restore the significance, value, and integrity of sensuality and the emotional power of things, in contrast to the habitual and abstracted routine of practical living

Art exercises and trains our perceptions of reality, and thus prepares us for the unfamiliar or provides a reservoir from which to draw appropriate responses to experience that has not yet been met with

Art’s tendency to make use of repetition, rule and ritual can be seen as adaptively useful in assisting in giving order to the world

Art provides a sense of meaning or significance or intensity to human life that cannot be gained any other way

Social ends of the arts:

· documentation

· illustration of precepts and stories

· pictorial reinforcement of traditional beliefs

· distraction and entertainment

· impressive display of wealth and power

· facilitation in a group of a dominant mood

